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“‘zurich, July 4th 1944,

Attaphe@ hereto we are sending vou two reports fronm
Hungary with an accompanylng letter, dated June 19th 1944,
They oome from an absolutely rellable source and Wwere brought
into Switzerland through dlplomatic channels. These)reports
have shaken‘ugbprofoundly. Our sense of responsibility compels
us to bring these two reports also to your knowledge.

We do not doubt but that you will take the trouble
to read thess statements and to make them known in your cirecle.

The authorities 1n question have algo taken note of then.
Yours very slncerely

Prof. D. Karl Barth, Basesl
Prof. D. Emll Brunner, Zurlch
Dr. W.A.Visser t'Hooft, Geneva

Pastor Paul Vogt, Zurlch,
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A Budapest, June Yth LYy44,

Mr. George Mandel Mantello
6, Av. Ad. Fabry
Geneva

Dear Sir,

I have just recelved your visiting card and take advantage of
the opportunity to send you the enclosed two reports concerning the
situaetion here. As you will see from the reports attached, the deporta-
“ions from Hungary began on May l5th and within a period of three weeks,
l.e. up to June Tth, 335.000 Jews have already been deported,Approxima-
tely 90% of them to Poland,Birkenau-Auschwitz,and the other remalnder
to Germany.

As far as the situatlon in Hungary 1s concerned, I should lile
to state that there is a great differencs between deportations from .
Hungary and deportations from cther countries under German occupatlon.
In those ocountries the executlon of these measures lay exclusively in
the hands of the Gestapo and no help was forthcoming either froa the
population itself or the authorities., Here, however, thec passive attl-
tude of the population (which even seems t0 condons thess measures)
encourages the Government to act with lncreasing cruelty and the Hunga-
rlan Government eoven endeavours to surpass the demands of the German
authoritles in every respect. Furthermore, while in other countrles the
physical eufferings of ths Jews began with the actual deportation, the
Hungarian pollice begln already in the ghsttos to cruelly torment the
people ln order to discover wherc they have hidden ths riches they are
supposed still to possess. As you aware, the fortunss of the Hungarian
Jews Were alrecady conflscated a few wesks ago, and money and gold was
glven up, Already many Jews have fallen victinm to the above mentioned
maltreatnent in the ghettos and most of them are loaded half dead into
waggons., We have tried varlous ways and means of saving these people,
but unfortunately until now all our attempts have becn unsuccessful,
The German authorlities make promiscs, but do not keep them, while the
Hungarlan Qulisling government 1s not even prepared to glve promises
enter Into any negotlatlons, Compared with conditions in occupied coun-
tries there is stlll a further difference, as the Hungarian Government
1s not entlrely subordinated to the German authorities of occupatlon,
they could in some respects be of some help, but they decline to do
anythling., )
As 1s shown in the attachesd reports, 335.000 Jews were depor=
ted up to June 7th, and sglince that date a furthsr 100.000. In ths pro-
vinces there are only four towns where there are still some Jows, and
after thc deportatlions from these towns have beon carrisd through, it
will be the turn of Budapest, The nunber of Jews living in Budapest and
the surroundings amounts to 350.000. The ghetto-system was introduced
in the surroundings of the town wesks ago and its inauguration began in
Budapest 1ltself on June 16th and nust be terminated by Juns 2lst. A
speclal system was used 1in Budapest, l.e., th¢ Jews were nassod togchter
in houses grouped like thc flelds of a chess-board, as the Hungarlan
government feared that 1f the Jews in Budapest wore all gathered toge-

ther in one part of the town, the other quarters would be in danger of
much heavier bombardments.
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You will have gathered from the above, that the whole Jewlsh
race in Hungary 1is condenncd to death. There arc no exceptions,there
is no escape, there 1s no possibility of concealmgent, and we have to
face our fate. We have not even the possibility of escaplng to a 7
neighbouring countrg. The only country which would come Into conside-
ratlion is Roumania, but its frontiers towards Hungary are 80 closelw
guarded, that it is practically lmpossible to cross them. There are
only two possibilities left to us‘ sulclde or acceptance of our fate.

The Swiss Legatlon in Budapest, Department of foreign interests,
has done its best, but unfortunately without any success whatsoever.
It 18 a great mistake that this Department has not got sufficlent
power and authority, as otherwise its Chlef, Consul LUTZ who is a
remarkable porsonality and spares no pains in order to assist the
Jews, could take steps which might be successful, I nyself am a per-
sonal friend of Mr. Lutz.

Doar Mr. Mantello, I really do not know what to ask of you.™
I sec no poseibllify of escape, as we only have a few days before us.
However, in case the Christlan world should cndeavour to take steps
in our favour, it would be possiblc to save a fow thousand persons
by issuing Palestinian passports,; i.c. granting the Palestinlan
citlzenship to certificate~holders. In this event the Swiss Legation
would have to be authorised to issue such passports afier the neces-
sary passport forms have been put at thelr dlsposal. but this would
have to be Gone immediately, otherwise 1t is to laté., Passports of
neutral states mlight also be lssued.

At present I am still at liberty, but for how long I do not
know, Would it not be possible for you to obtain a Swiss, or eventu-
ally a British passport for me and my wlfe through the respective
authorlities? I do not know whether I will have another opportunity
of writing to you. It would, however, be a satisfaction for me 1f you
could publish this letter and the enclosed reports either nuw or at
a later date, so that the'wecrld may learn of the crueliles commltted
in the 20th century 1n so-called civilised countries., In case you
have an opportunity of writing me or sendlng me anything, please —
send it 1o the followlng address' Swiss Legatlon, Department for
Forelgn Interests, Budapest V, Szabadsag ter 12,

I send you my hest greetings and would ask you to kindly
convey my kxindest regards to Dr.Lichtheim, Dr,Scheps, Dr.Kahany,
Dr,Fritz Ullmann and Nathan Schwalb, Purtheriore I would ask you
to kindly transmit copy of thls letter as well as of the two reports
with my best regards to Mr,.,Barlas and Dr.Goldin, with whom I am out
of touch since March 19th,

I beg you to intervene wherewer posslble and to appeal to

every person of sentlment, We are sure that the Amerlicans and English
will help., Please help us |






